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The fight continues

Summer of Protest special for pay champions
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Next steps
Summer of Protest goes digital

We’re taking a different approach to the next day of 
action and everyone can get involved

On Friday 25 August we need your help to get #scrapthecap 
trending. Members are being asked to submit their stories and the 
RCN will share those first-hand accounts on the day.

Chair of RCN Council Michael Brown looks ahead

I hope you’ll all be joining our landmark rally on 6 September. 
MPs will be coming back from their summer break for Prime 
Minister’s Questions that day and will be faced by the biggest 
protest the RCN has ever held. Please encourage as many 
members as possible to come along.  

But we’re not going to win this fight just with lots of noise 
outside Parliament. We also need to get inside, and be heard 
by the people who make the decisions on pay. That’s why we’re 
asking MPs to meet RCN members in the House of Commons 
on the same day. 

Some people have asked why the MP Maria Caulfield is 
sponsoring that meeting. She’s a Conservative who voted 
against the Labour amendment to the Queen’s Speech calling 
for the pay cap to be scrapped.  

But if we’re going to win this fight, we need to get politicians 
from all parties on board. To persuade the Government to get 
rid of the pay cap, we need support from Conservative MPs 
as well as opposition politicians. Maria Caulfield is a nurse 
herself, and she’s telling the Government it’s time nursing 
had a fair pay rise. Working with her increases our chances of 
getting other Conservatives behind us. It’s an opportunity to 
change the Chancellor’s mind. 

To succeed in scrapping the cap, we can’t just work with our 
friends. The Conservatives are split over public sector pay, and 
we need to do all we can to take advantage of that. That’s why 
having someone like Maria Caulfield on board is so important. 

We hope the Chancellor will make an announcement on pay 
in the Autumn Budget. Whatever he says, we’ll be ready – 
we’re already working behind the scenes on our next steps. 
We’re preparing an industrial action strategy to use if we don’t 
get the news we’re all hoping for. 

I want to thank every single pay champion for all you’ve done 
so far, but the Summer of Protest is just the start. We’ll keep on 
fighting into the winter and beyond if we have to. 

What can you do?

• Ask members to submit their stories via the RCN website.
• Encourage members to use the ‘tweet your MP’ tool on the 

website. They just need to enter their postcode and send a  
pre-filled tweet to their MP.

• Ask members to follow the RCN on Twitter and Facebook and 
share our campaigning posts – look out for new content on 
the day.

• Tweet short videos of yourself explaining why the cap should 
be scrapped and encourage others to do the same. Don’t forget 
to tag @theRCN so we can share them too.  

• Remind your friends, family and colleagues to attend the  
6 September rally in Parliament Square.  

 
And don’t forget to use #scrapthecap.

www.rcn.org.uk/scrapthecap
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The story so far...
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13 July: Cross-party peers 
urge the Government to lift 
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People power

20,000: The number of likes on Facebook for an  
article on ‘selfish nurses quitting to kick back  

and enjoy their massive wealth’ on the popular 
satirical website, The Daily Mash

Rain or shine, we will get our message across

A message to the PM

Strong support Taking to the streets

Cross-generational campaigning

www.rcn.org.uk/scrapthecap

All across the UK, pay champions, members and 
supporters have been telling the Government it’s time 
to scrap the cap 





This summer’s to do list
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Sign up for and attend the 
Scrap the Cap London rally 
on 6 September Put up a Scrap 

the Cap poster

Add a Scrap the Cap 
twibbon to your social 




